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PETITIONER’S COMMENTS 

1 .  Petitioner respectfully submits that the public interest would be served by 

allocatin!: Channel 271C3 to Lockney, Texas as that community’s first local FM service. 

I>ockney IS an incorporated city with a population of 2,048 people as of January 1, 1998 

accoiding IO  the Texas State Data Center. Lockeny has its own mayor, Gary Man, its 

o ~ v n  school systcin, its own post office, its own fire department, its own city hall and a 

iiiiiiihcr 01‘ local churches. The proposcd channel 271 C3 will provide additional diversity 

mid a i  outlet for local selkxpressioii to Lockiicy residents and therefore is in  the public 

-. 7 As llic Coiiiiiiissioii is II\Y;II.C. this i s  oiie o f a  iiunibcr o r  petitions filcd by 



allotments to relatively small communities in their own right. For reasoils stated above, 

the instant petition nierits the requested allotment under established principles in Section 

307(b) of the Communications Act. 

3 .  The filing of a number of similar petitions has its genesis in the recent 

development in radio broadcasting of Localized Network Programming. This is a 

concept that has been developed by the major broadcasters for essentially mid to major 

markets. It is an approach that provides the economy of a network but the feel and 

appearance of local programniing. The belief of the Petitioner and like-minded 

petilioners is that such a plan will work with small market communities on a regional 

basis. Given a geographical area, such as Eastern Oklahoma, Western Oklahoma, North 

East Texas, West Texas, South Texas, etc., the licensees of FM stations in small 

coininunities of a given region .-whether the petitioners themselves or other licensees 

who mi$t successfully outbid them foi- the license - could initiate unique nelwork 

~prograiiiniiiig designed specifically for that region and additionally provide localized 

coiiimunity iiisei-ts, such as local weather, local events, prograiiiining from specific 

tremotc locations, regional-spccijic news, public affairs, public service announcenients, 

proiiiotioiis and  other progi~amniii i~ giviiig lire to the coinmission's policy favoring 

Ioc:i l isi i i  111 Iii-oatic;isting. Wlii lc 1liei.e \ Y O L I ~ ~  hc local sales, l l ic focus \vould also be in 

I q i ona l  lictwork siiles, drawins on the advalitages of atl\~crtisitig to lhc resion u i d  the 

iiiiiqiic i iatuic of tlic I-cgioii. 

4. The vision is that pi.ovitiiiig iratlio sewicc  to a n  arc:) 01; s a y ,  5,000 people 

III~IV I I C ) ~  ~ l l o \ , v  foi. [lie opelaliori oi'a tradilionally In111 radio station. Howcver, a nctwol-k 

ortcli stiilioiis iii a n  ideiit if inble gcogi-q~hic a i m  covering, say ,  50,000 people coLlici ve1-y 



wcll be economically viable. This concept i s  an approach to providing radio service to 

clusters of stations in small communities in  the nature of modem radio developed by the 

nia.ior group owners for mid and largc markets. Such a concept - in lieu of allotting the 

frequencies to communities in or adjacent to major radio markets ~ provides a further 

p ~ ~ b l i c  interest reason in support of the Petition under Section 307(b). 

5 .  Should this petition be granted, and Channel 271C3 be allotted to 

Lockney, Tcxas, Petitioner will apply for Cliannel 271C3, and after i t  is authorized, will 

proniptly construct the new facility. 

The factual infomation provided in these Comments is correct and true to the 

best of my knowledge. 

Respectfully su bini tted, 

3500 Maple Ave. 
Dallas, Texas 75219 
(2 14) 587-0668 Tcle 

c c :  G a l e  4. Bcclitel, Law Office ofCciic Bcclilel, suile 600, 1050 17"' Slrcct, N .W. ,  
\Vasliing:lon. D.C. 20036, telephone (202) 490-1 289, tclccopier (301) 762-01 56,  alto!-ney 
h r  the Pelitionel-. I1 is recltieslcd l l iat  the Commission and any parties who may file 
Ip lcx ings in (lie cnptioncd niattcr servc copies 10 M r .  Bechtel as w e l l  as the Petitioncr. 


